PRESS RELEASE
TOWN COUNCIL CONSULTS ON NEW APPROACH TO ALLOTMENTS

Stratford-upon-Avon Town Council is asking for views on new approaches to providing more allotments and opportunities for food growing in the town.

Although the Town Council is the town’s official allotments authority, it currently does not administer allotments or owns any land suitable for growing food.

The Town Council's General Purposes Committee has approved a new policy for consultation which sets out how the Town Council will seek to increase the opportunities for people in Stratford-upon-Avon to grow their own food.
The new policy aims to secure more land for allotments in two ways.  One will be through seeking contributions from developers which are seeking permission for housing developments in the town.  Town Clerk, Sarah Summers said: "Many recent housing developments have provided homes with little or no garden space.  As a result, many people from new developments such as Trinity Mead are applying to the Town Council for allotments. In future, we will be looking for developers to help the Council to meet this demand."

In addition, the new policy would open the way for the Town Council to operate allotments on plots acquired on lease from other land owners.  At a public meeting on allotments organised by the Town Council in February, members of the public identified a number of pieces of unused land that might be turned over to allotments in this way. A survey of these sites is currently being undertaken for the Council by Transition Stratford.

The Town Council is also proposing that more information on local growing opportunities.  Schemes such as Transition Stratford's Garden Share may offer some people a satisfactory alternative to an allotment.  When people apply to the Town Council for an allotment, they will receive information about other local opportunities for growing their own food."
Copies of the draft policy are available from the Town Council.  and the deadline for comments is 2 September, 2010.
